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		For Staff
Speech, Language and Communication - NHS Nottingham would like to hear from parents, carers and frontline professionals who have experience of speech language and communications needs for children and young people.  Your views will help to inform the new service which will start in April 2024. For ways to get involved and more information, click here  Engagement closes on Tuesday 19th December 2023
Citizens UK - You can download your free copy of 'Hungry For Change' a report which is packed with stories of schools, colleges, students, teachers as well as parents, who have brought about a change in their communities.  There are stories from Nottingham included.
School Funding Consultation 2024/25 -The attached consultation outlines a local proposal to distribute around £2m in additional one-off funding to Nottingham’s Primary and Secondary Schools for 2024/25, provided over and above the level of the Schools National Funding Formula.  Please follow the link in the document to share your views by Tuesday 19th December 2023.  It is vital that we get a good response rate to help inform Schools Forum when they vote on this at the Tuesday 16th January 2024 meeting.
Nottingham’s Cultural Rucksack - Nottingham’s Cultural Rucksack encourages the development of high-quality partnerships between our arts, cultural and heritage providers and schools, embedding a range of rich and diverse experiences to bring your curriculum to life. Children and young people will benefit from a broad range of embedded and sustained opportunities to build on their own cultural capital, creative skills and personal development. Please find link below for an A-Z of organisations that may be of interest for your setting.   A-Z Directory for Schools, Cultural Rucksack.pdf (wsimg.com)
For Pupils
Young Carers in Education -  Young Carers ‘leads’ in Schools is a Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City Council initiative that helps equip schools to identify and continue to support young carers in their educational setting.  As we are commissioned by Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City, this support is provided free of charge. Young Carers Poster
 











Scene! Read what’s now, new & next!
 Want to get involved? Send your articles to scene@nottinghamcity.gov.uk , 
(we’ll need these by 12 noon on Friday to be included in the next issue).
 Oops! Lost your user details or have a question or comment?
Drop us an email, we’re here to help!
Why not follow Nottingham City Council on Facebook | Twitter ?
 
Look out for Scene! every Tuesday!
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For Staff
Israel/Gaza Conflict- Support for Headteachers Briefing - In response to a number of requests from schools for support on handling the local implications of the current conflict in the Middle East, Counter Terrorism Policing’s local Prevent Team are running two separate Teams briefings for Headteachers or their nominees on Tuesday 12th December 2-2.30pm and Tuesday 19th December 2-2.30pm. Please note that each session will cover the same content so do choose the date that suits your timetable- there is no need to attend both.  The briefing will be an overview of the current situation in Israel/Palestine, its impact on community sentiments and its potential to be a radicalising influence in the UK.  It will give Head Teachers an opportunity to raise  any concerns they have.  As well as being aware of the risk of young people being radicalised, it is important to balance concerns against an individual’s freedom of expression and right to protest so the session will give an opportunity to discuss thresholds for Prevent referrals to ensure a consistent and proportionate response from partners. Teams links can be accessed here –  Tuesday 12th December 2-2.30pm Click here to join the meeting and Tuesday 19th December 2-2.30pm Click here to join the meeting  
ATTEND Training to Support Attendance - The next ATTEND training will take place on Wednesday 10th January 1-3pm via MS teams. The ATTEND framework offers schools a graduated response to meeting the needs of children and young people who are finding it difficult to attend school. It is a collaborative program that aims to elicit the views of the child, parents and school, to form a meaningful action plan based on identified needs. The training will be led by Dr Maddi Popoola (MHST) and Dr Hannah Want (EPS), and is free to Nottingham City schools. Simply click the link on the day of the training  on the attached information and you will be accepted into the meeting. Contact EPS.admin@nottinghamcity.gov.uk for further details.
Advance Notice - Date of the National Child Measurement Programme (NCMP) - February and March 2024 - The NCMP is delivered by the Children’s Public Health 0-19 Nursing Service on behalf of Nottingham City Council. It is due to take place after February half term. As usual we will be writing to all Primary Headteachers in early January asking for your ongoing support with this important public health programme.
Nottingham’s Cultural Rucksack - Nottingham’s Cultural Rucksack encourages the development of high-quality partnerships between our arts, cultural and heritage providers and schools, embedding a range of rich and diverse experiences to bring your curriculum to life. Children and young people will benefit from a broad range of embedded and sustained opportunities to build on their own cultural capital, creative skills and personal development. Please find link below for an A-Z of organisations that may be of interest for your setting.   A-Z Directory for Schools, Cultural Rucksack.pdf (wsimg.com)
Request for Education Subgroup Members - The Nottingham City Safeguarding Children Partnership (NCSCP) is seeking to restructure our education subgroup and have more involvement from the sector. This subgroup will do specific work on topics and areas of interest in support of the NCSCP business plan and priorities with an education focus. To allow for more representation from the sector, we are extending the closing date for receipt of expressions of interest to midnight Friday 15th December 2023. For more information click here
For Pupils
Young Carers in Education -  Young Carers ‘leads’ in Schools is a Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City Council initiative that helps equip schools to identify and continue to support young carers in their educational setting.  As we are commissioned by Nottinghamshire County Council and Nottingham City, this support is provided free of charge. Young Carers Poster
 
Safe Self-Rescue Success in Swimming
	I wanted to highlight the success that was had at Harvey Hadden Sports Village with School Swimming lessons last week. We decided to lower the floor depth to 1.24m (usually 0.96m) and ask young people to attend with clothing over their swimwear so we could work on the Safe Self-Rescue National Curriculum outcomes for swimming and also let the young people experience being in water with clothing on.
The week was massively successful, especially for the lower ability groups, many of whom found themselves travelling through the water unaided for the first time. We used extra floatation aids and equipment for those who were nervous and were able to complete skills such as treading water and “fall-in” entries with all of the groups regardless of ability level. A massive well done to all of the young people and teaching teams that swam with us at Harvey Hadden last week. The engagement and excitement from all involved was evident to see.
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			I would like to send my warmest wishes for an enjoyable festive holiday to all staff working in Nottingham schools and academies. As ever, I and the whole education team at the City Council  are grateful for the dedication, creativity and commitment you bring to your work in teaching, supporting and encouraging the children and young people of Nottingham. 2023 has presented many different challenges across the sector and the city. I’m personally very grateful for the many encouraging and supportive messages I have received from colleagues across the sector, as the City Council has been navigating widely reported difficulties. Whilst we at the Council work through the implications of increased intervention, I’m assured that the incredibly hard work you all do will continue on a daily basis to deliver the best possible outcomes for city children.
For now though I wish you a very peaceful and relaxing holiday period with family and friends – and the opportunity to reflect on the difference you all make to improving the lives of Nottingham’s children and young people.
Best Wishes,  Nick Lee,  Director of Education Services



	


For Staff
Priority Education Investment Area (PEIA) Nottingham Attendance Project -  The Attendance Project aims to raise attendance across Nottingham City Schools by working holistically to explore barriers that may be preventing children from attending their schools. The project will focus on children whose attendance sits between 41%-70% and do not have any agency involvement. .Funding has enabled us to recruit and form a team of six new Attendance Family Support Workers (AFSWs), an Educational Welfare Service Specialist and Data Analyst Specialist. In addition to this, the funding has also allowed for the Raleigh Taskforce to increase in size, and will start in January focussing  on working with children who are vulnerable and have been excluded, or, are at risk of exclusion.  The Attendance Project team has already started working in schools in four Wards: Aspley, Bestwood, Bulwell and Clifton East. more details You may wish to read this article for more information. karen.mcandrew@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
EPEP Training (Electronic Personal Education Plan) - School Aged Children -  The Nottingham City Virtual School uses an electronic PEP for statutory school age children. This training will provide participants with knowledge and understanding of how the ePEP system works through a live demonstration of the portal, taking participants through each section of the ePEP system. The training will also consider professionals’ statutory responsibilities in respect to PEPs. This training is necessary for all staff who attend and contribute to PEP meetings. Date: Tuesday 9th January 2024  Time:10:00 – 12:00 on Microsoft Teams  To book onto training please use the following link  the link is also available on the Virtual School website http://www.nottinghamcityvirtualschool.org.uk/. If you have any issues booking onto the training please contact Paula Harrison paula.harrison@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
County Lines, Home Office Guidance - This guidance is primarily aimed at frontline staff who work with children, young people and vulnerable adults.The criminal exploitation of children, young people and vulnerable adults for the supply of drugs, and transportation of the associated money and weapons, has devastaing impacts. This guidance is to enable practitioners to recognise its signs and respond appropriately.
Homeless Families - For Information - Nottingham City Council’s homeless service currently have an unprecedented amount of families occupying hotels.  The national housing crisis and landlords opting to leave the rental market has resulted in a large amount of families becoming homeless and little throughput in the hostels to house families.   The temporary accommodation team are doing their best to try and secure hotels within Nottingham City or on the outskirts where possible, however due to the behaviour of previous households placed, we have lost the majority in Nottingham and are limited to only 3 hotels that will accommodate homeless households.  Within these 3 hotels we have a limited amount of rooms that we can use.  The larger households require larger rooms, which are limited or 2 rooms which is an increased difficulty.  In these difficult circumstances it will be possible that children will be placed outside the City and this will place great difficulty getting them to school however with the lack of available accommodation in the City it is unavoidable   The housing teams are actively supporting the families to look for accommodation in the private rented sector and provide the financial support for them to obtain this.  In addition we are also linking in with employment services to look at income maximisation.  We are also issuing food bank vouchers to support families as they have no cooking facilities in the hotels.  Where possible we completely accept that it would be better for the children to be in school where we know they are able to benefit from school dinners etc however as stated there are going to be times where this is impossible. 
Reminder - Transition Days Summer 2024 - We usually set the first Tuesday and Wednesday in July for Y6 to Y7 transition days for Nottingham City schools. This will be Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 3rd July 2024 this year- with any schools wanting to create additional opportunities then they can run during that week. This should help both Secondaries and Primaries to be able to plan smoothly and eliminate too much uncertainty or even chaos for primaries of everyone doing different things. In principle for forward planning the City will stick to the first week of July and commend the Tuesday and Wednesday and will confirm in future via this Newsletter.
For Pupils
ChalleNGe Parent and Carers Newsletter December 2023 - We hope you find fun and affordable activities for the whole family to enjoy over the upcoming holidays - whether at home and by discovering new places.  Click the link for the newsletter
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Section 114 report

Our Corporate Director of Finance and Resources has issued a
Section 114 Report, and the council has now entered into a
Prohibition Period, which immediately stops all new activity

that could incur expenditure, unless it has been explicitly

approved by the s151 Officer. 199 Nottingham |
‘@ ity Council |
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