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	Celebrating Children’s Mental Health Week - 1st to 7th February - Express Yourself! Children's Mental Health Week 2021 is about encouraging children (and adults) to explore the different ways we can express ourselves, and the creative ways that we can share our feelings, our thoughts and our ideas. Free virtual sessions led by experts and familiar faces across acting, art, content creation, dance and writing. If you need inspiration there are a range of free resources available. more
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	Head Teacher Briefing - The next briefing is tomorrow Wednesday 3rd February 2021 via Zoom. To confirm your attendance, please e-mail: TLBookings@nottinghamcity.gov.uk  To view the agenda please click here
Free School Meal Vouchers February half term - We have already made provision to use the Winter Grant funding to pay for FSM vouchers for all FSM pupils for the week of February half term.  As so many of you will be set up with EdenRed again, we are working with them on a solution where you can order the vouchers from them directly and we will transfer the money over to your school. We will still be able to email codes directly to schools who need them, Jennifer.Hardy@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Fraudulent Invoice Alert - Please be aware of authentic looking requests for payment. Attached is a recent email alleged to be from a school sent to NCC payments team
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	Safer Internet Day - is on Tuesday 9th February. Schools can register their interest and download resources here
Statutory RSHE - All schools must be compliant by the start of the summer term 2021. This involves parent consultations and updating policy and curriculum. For support and more information click here
The National Literacy Trust’s Annual Literacy Survey of 5 to 18-year old children and young people - Would you like to know what your pupils think about reading and writing, as well as their literacy experiences during the pandemic?  Our survey explores how much children and young people enjoy reading and writing, how often they read and write in their spare time, and what they think about it.  Participating schools will get a personalised school report that outlines basic findings, which can be used to compare nationally, once the national reports are published. Register your interest here: https://literacytrust.org.uk/contact-us/annual-literacy-survey/  for completion by end February 2021.
Every Colleague Matters - free events relating to Safeguarding issues. Carried out over MS Teams during the week 1st to 5th March 2021. More info
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	Insure Laptops Loaned to Pupils - If your pupils have borrowed laptops from school for home use, these may not automatically be insured, please contact your insurer to confirm. For any maintained schools and academies where the laptops intended for home-use by pupils have been arranged by Nottingham City Council – these require additional insurance. To arrange this, please contact NCC insurance team here
ChalleNGe Schools Newsletter -  Here is the first issue of 2021, full of information for the Arts or Enrichment leads in your school. Follow the link to read the newsletter  If you'd like to receive the bi-monthly newsletter please add yourself to the mailing list here 
Is Staff Wellbeing on Your Agenda? - Anna Freud have created a new poster for schools and FE colleges with ten ideas derived from their 'Ten Ways to Support Staff Wellbeing' resource, which was based on survey responses and best practice from over 3,000 schools. The ten ideas include offering supervision, encouraging discussion groups and starting an annual staff wellbeing survey. Download the poster here and maybe discuss at your next staff meeting? 
Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) Network - The DSL Network takes place on Wednesday 10th February 2021 via MS Teams from 0930 to 1200. The meeting room will open from 0900 for early registration. This event is open to all city primary, secondary, special, AP free and independent schools as well as alternative provision providers. Please cascade the attached agenda and meeting link to the relevant DSL within your school or setting and remind them to register attendance by posting their name/organisation/email in the group chat for certificate distribution at the event. Additional details can be found on the DSL webpage:
EAL - Are you a new EAL coordinator or have you recently been asked to manage EAL? Are you unsure of how to support a new to  English learner in school? If yes, then this is the training for you! Virtual Good Practice Session for New & Recently appointed EAL Coordinators on Thursday 11th March 2021
Holding Difficult Conversations to address issues of Extremism - Issues, skills and techniques are given on a Free Zoom course over two afternoons on Thursday 4th and 11th February 2021 more info and flyer
Changes to IES packages - As of April 2021 schools will be required to buy separate packages for Learning Support and Autism. This does not incur additional cost other than the usual minimal increase in cost of packages. Packages are; Bronze–5 sessions, Silver–10 sessions and Gold-15 sessions. LearningSupport@nottinghamcity.gov.uk autismteam@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
EAL Central Training Programme 2021 - Please follow link for current training here
Parent Training and Wellbeing Workshops - available through Nottingham City Educational Psychology Service.  We recognise the need to support parents during this difficult time. Use as one of your traded sessions. more info
DfE  How schools are managing on-site attendance for critical worker children and vulnerable children - Schools have adopted a range of approaches to remote education in light of the number of pupils they have on-site. We have pulled together some examples of how schools and trusts around the country are combining a strong focus on remote education while also accommodating a significant number of critical worker children and vulnerable children on site. more
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	Nottingham Festival of Science and Curiosity - Articles, Events and Try It At Home Science Activities - Events in February include 'Wollaton Watch' a local version of a Spring Watch event to be on Notts TV  every day Monday 8th to Friday 12th February also on Facebook and You Tube. more info




	





Scene! Read what’s now, new & next!
 Want to get involved? Send your articles to scene@nottinghamcity.gov.uk , 
(we’ll need these by 12 noon on Friday to be included in the next issue).
 Oops! Lost your user details or have a question or comment?
Drop us an email, we’re here to help!
Why not follow Nottingham City Council on Facebook | Twitter ?
 
Look out for Scene! every Tuesday!
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	Welcome back after half term. Hope you managed some down time and the laptops and phones switched off at least for a while and maybe some fresh air even if we were all limited to the very local environment. The signs of Spring are apparent with a few bulbs peaking up and colour back in the gardens and parks. The news from health data continues in the right direction although there are still concerns and many of you will have family and friends who are not well and we are mindful of that situation and of course those who have lost loved ones through this period. Yesterday the 22nd  February saw the announcements about plans to move on from lockdown and schools as the priority. I was pleased to hear Chris Witty at one of the briefing call out the professionalism and dedication of teachers and reminded everyone of the fact that ‘schools haven’t closed’. However there is new work to be done now and “Scene” has the links on to the new guidance and we will continue to support our schools and academies in that reopening process  - 2 weeks until 8th March sounds like a long time but there will be much for school leaders and teachers and support staff to do and to work through as well as keeping everything going with key worker children, vulnerable pupils and the remote learning offer. We will still send Covid related emails when appropriate through the usual email channels and continue the opportunities and advice in “Scene” which is now twice weekly. Keep up the great work that you have been involved in for a year now and let’s hope the easing of lockdown brings a more straightforward and stable time for our schools, children and young people. - John Dexter Education Director
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	DfE - Message to Education Leaders from the Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson - Re schools reopening Monday March 8th here
DfE - Guidance on reopening - including Special Schools, Staff shielding and Rapid Testing Webinar for Secondary schools Wednesday 24th February here
Virtual Primary Parliament - sessions take place in March and June Spring Term 2021 Theme ‘Safe Lives, Positive Neighbourhoods’ Tuesday 23 March 9.30 – 2.30, Wednesday 24 March 9.30 – 2.30, Thursday 25 March 10am – 12 noon (Special Schools session) Summer Term 2021 Theme: ‘Healthy, Creative You’ Tuesday 29 June, 9.30am – 2.30pm, Wednesday 30 June 9.30am – 2.30pm,  Thursday 1 July 10am – 12 noon (Special Schools session) - contact  aaron.simpkin@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Head Teacher Briefing - Thank you to those who attended the meeting on Wednesday 3rd February. We hope it was informative. To view the presentation, please click here
DfE Update on RSHE - Teachers and school leaders know their pupils best, and with the additional pressures of Covid-19 and home learning, we encourage schools to prioritise RSHE content based on the needs of their pupils, with particular attention to the importance of positive relationships, as well as mental and physical health. more
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	Every Colleague Matters - free events relating to Safeguarding issues. Carried out over MS Teams during the week 1st to 5th March 2021. More info
Free Uplifting Film and Activity Pack - Suitable for ages 5+ (Years 1-4) An uplifting short film featuring BSL, storytelling and song. Mr Popple is a kind, elderly man who lives alone with just his pet tortoise, Tommy for company. When his neighbours suddenly find themselves housebound, he notices their struggles and sets out to share some joy. His acts of kindness transform strangers into friends (and pop stars!) and a community is born. When we started Singing info  Available Monday 8 to Friday 19 March 2021
Free creative writing workshops for 13-16-year-olds! - Are your pupils interested in creative writing, storytelling and blogging/vlogging? No experience needed, no exams, and completely free! Starts Saturday 27 February. Places are limited so parents and carers are advised to fill in the online form as soon as possible. Find out more on NTU’s website, or email CenSCE@ntu.ac.uk  more info
ZooLab offer -  For class study of animal adaptations, rainforests, the environment or just interest in an animal story. Popular ZooLab workshops for spring include . Minibeasts, Rainforest Discovery, Lifecycles and Adaptations. For the younger children, we also offer seasonal storytelling workshops such as Jane's Easter Egg, Ben in the Glen and Morpho the Munching Millipede more
Secondary School Writing Competition - Personalities & Powers – celebrating brilliant women! Launched on International Women's Day 1st March 2021 - learn more
Recognise Your Unsung Heroes - You can say thank you to a child’s school, setting, childminder or recognise a staff member who has gone the extra mile to support a pupil. more info
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	EAL Training - Are you a new EAL coordinator or have you recently been asked to manage EAL? Are you unsure of how to support a new to  English learner in school?  If yes, then this is the training for you! Virtual Good Practice Session for New & Recently appointed EAL Coordinators more
R2i Training Events - Free training events - February to July online check in 3.35pm for 3.45pm event start - more details
SACRE - Information from the Resource centre, loaning books posters and artefacts here More materials have been placed in the Resource Section on EYFS for those who bought into the Agreed Syllabus. If you have a scheme of work for this syllabus you have produced we would love to share it. Please email info@rsrresources.org.uk   If we all shared one then we would have an amazing number to help us. Please access the annual report here  Annual conference details  Friday 18th June 2021 here 
Online Training Aids - Links to apps which can be used to assess real time learning of your pupils, developing quizzes and directing them to virtual 'visits' to places and more. more info
Personal Development and Pastoral Resources - which are a series of lessons designed to help Year 11 teachers support their students. Free Lessons are aimed at Year 11s but they can be easily adapted for other year groups. All content has been designed to align the requirements of the Ofsted Personal Development Framework. Topics covered include: self belief, hope and gratitude, being connected and employability. more and link
CPD for Professionals Providing Careers Support - aimed at discovering options for after year 11 - more info.  Also look out for a 'What Next' email regarding inviting your current Year 10 and Year 11 pupils, who are at greatest risk of becoming NEET, to attend our virtual What Next? careers event. The event will take place from the 1-5 March 2021, which is during National Careers Week
School Swimming Consultation – School Swimming are looking to consult schools regarding improvements to service delivery, it is important to have your say, please look out for the surveys emailed to schools. Information and survey here
Free RSE Sessions for Secondary Aged Pupils - These are in line with the RSE secondary framework requirements. The NUH Sexual Health Outreach and Health Promotion Team are commissioned to work within Nottingham City and the Southern Boroughs, particularly with vulnerable young people for example, those with learning disabilities and those attending Alternative Provision within secondary schools more info
Self Harm and Suicide Prevention Conference from Harmless - Experts in the field of self-harm and suicide prevention for 15+ years, Harmless are proud to announce that our annual From Harm to Hope Conference will be taking place virtually in 2021. Launching on World Self Harm Awareness Day, Monday 1st March 2021, Harmless will host 9 live online webinar sessions throughout March. This unique, CPD-accredited conference will be held online over 9 short sessions to allow you to join in flexibly at however many sessions you'd like. info
National Literacy Trust - Creative writing competition for children in Nottingham aged 7-14. The theme is 'Friends, Family and Relationships' Everyone who enters will have a chance to have their work published in an anthology and displayed in an exhibition. You can find out more here
National Literacy Trust - is hosting a World Book Day event with Children’s Laureate Cressida Cowell: Thursday 4th March 2pm - This world book day, meet multi-million-selling, award-winning author Cressida Cowell, creator of the How to Train Your Dragon books who will give tips on becoming an author or illustrator. more
Finance Advice for Primary School Children - Free programmes and resources from Lifesavers - Helping children manage money wisely. Sign up before the end of February. more
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	Health and Safety in a Pandemic - in this video from Twitter, David Thompson, schools safety advisor, talks about working to help schools stay safe as they’ve dealt with Covid-19 on top of their usual work. Thank you to David, our teachers, school staff & everyone who’s supported our schools through the pandemic! video here
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